Brainteasers

1. A portmanteau is a word that is composed of two words combined with some missing letters. For
example: Smog = smoke + fog. Can you name the two words that make up these portmanteaus?

WiFi
Netizen
Goodbye
Chortle
Emoticon
Fortnight
Ginormous
Glitz

2. Which letter of the alphabet does not appear anywhere on the periodic table of elements?

3. What is the longest word that is typed with only one hand?

4. Name a word that contains the letter combination “uu”, other than “vacuum.”



Answers

1. A portmanteau is a word that is composed of two words combined with some missing letters. For
example: Smog = smoke + fog. Can you name the two words that make up these portmanteaus?

WiFi = Wireless + Fidelity
Netizen = Internet + Citizen
Goodbye = God * Be (with) + Ye
Chortle = Chuckle + Snort
Emoticon = Emotion + Icon

Fort night = Fourteen + Night
Ginormous = Giant + Enormous
Glitz = Glamour + Ritz

2. Which letter of the alphabet does not appear anywhere on the periodic table of elements?
J

3. What is the longest word that is typed with only one hand?
Stewardesses



4. Name a word that contains the letter combination “uu”, other than “vacuum.”
Muumuu, Continuum, Duuvirate, and Residuum



