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The performance of StrepB Carrot Broth (SCB) versus group B Lim broth (LIM) for detection of group B
streptococcus (GBS) colonization status in near-term pregnant women (35 to 37 weeks of gestation) was
evaluated. Dually collected vaginal/rectal swabs from 279 women enrolled from a single large maternity clinic
were analyzed. Fifty (18%) women were colonized by GBS according to both methods. SCB had excellent
dmglmstlc perform.mce compared to LIM, with senslhuh specificity, positive predictive value, and negative
predictive value of 92%, 100%, 100%, and 98.3%, respectnel} Improved diagnostic efficiency due to direct
reporting of GBS cases based on an orange color change in the SCB decreased overall labor and material costs.
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